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1 . DESPITE THE FACT THAT EL SALVADOR IS NOW IN THE MIDST OF ITS 
LEGISLATIVE AND MUNICIPAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN, THE MATTER OF 
NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS WITH HONDURAS IS CONSPICUOUS BY ITS 
TOTAL ABSENCE AS AN ISSUE, NOTWITHSTANDING RECENT HIGH VISIBILITY 
OCCURRENCES RELATING TO IT. SO FAR NEITHER THE GOVERNMENT NOR 
THE OPPOSITION HAS MENTIONED THIS SUBJECT IN THEIR CAMPAIGNING, 
THE PRESUMPTION IS THAT BOTH SIDES ARE TAKING APOSITIVE 
APPROACH AND RECOGNIZE THAT IT IS NOT A MATTER TO BE EXPLOITED 
IN A POLITICAL CAMPAIGN. 

2 .IN MARKED CONTRAST TO INITIAL FRONT-PAGE, ALMOST EUPHORIC 
NEWSPAPER PLAY (REFTEL B), SUBSEQUENT SALVADORAN MEDIA REACTION 
TO THE JANUARY 29 BORGONOVO-ORFILA TEGUCIGALPA VISIT HAS BEEN 
ESSENTIALLY MODERATE AND LOW-KEY. THE FAIRLY STEADY COMMERCIAL 
WIRE SERVICE COVERAGE WAS ALMOST ENTIRELY BASED ON REPEATS OF 
HONDURAN WIRE COVERAGE. THE MODEST LOCAL REPORTING HAS BREN 
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ALSO APPLIES TO THE GENERALLY OPTIMISTIC, BUT MEAGER.COVERAGE 
GIVEN TO THE FEBRUARY 1 MIAMI MEETING OF FONMINS BOROGNOVO AND 
PERDOMO. 

3. SIGNIFICANT EDITORIAL REACTION TO DATE HAS BEEN LIMITED 

TO THE CONSERVATIVE LA PRENSA GRAFICA WHICH, IN A FEBRUARY 2 
EDITORIAL, STRESSED THE BREAKTHROUGH IMPORTANCE OF THE "OPEN 
SKY" ARRANGEMENT AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT "THE FRATERNAL 
EMBRACE OF THE TWO FOREIGN MINISTERS PORTENDS NORMAL RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES." IN ANOTHER EDITORIAL (FEBRUARY 3) 

LAL PRENSA GRAFICA CALLED FOR A RETURN TO REGIONAL 
INTEGRATION, STATING THAT "THE CLAMOR FOR NORMALIZING RELATIONS 

WILL PROBABLY INCREASE BECAUSE NORMALIZATION IS THE 

BASIS FOR THE INTEGRATION PROCESS AND FOR THE REACTIVATION OF 
THE C.A. COMMON MARKET.A DEVELOPMENT WHICH WOULD CERTAINLY 
FAVOR HONDURAS". INA FEBRUARY 6 EDITORIAL THIS PAPER ALLUDED 
TO THE BORGONOVO-ORFILA VISIT IN EXPRESSING CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM 
REGARDING THE PROPOSED FEBRUARY 16 CENTRAL AMERICAN 
PRESIDENTS'MEETING. THIS MEETING, PRENSA GRAFICA STATED, 

"WILL HAVE TO DEAL WITH SEEKING A REAL SOLUTION TO THE DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. UNTIL THESE DIFFERENCES ARE 
RESOLVED, THE MERGENCE OF A VITAL CENTRAL AMERICAN COMMUNITY 
WILL BE STIFLED". 

4. COMMENT: SINCE ALL MAJOR DAILIES EMPLOY SELF- 
CENSORSHIP BASED UPON GOES GUIDELINES, THE SCOPE AND SLANT OF 
COVERAGE OF POLITICAL MATTERS PROBABLY REFLECTS AN AWARENESS 
OF GOVERNMENT POLICY GUIDELINES. ALTHOUGH MAJOR DOMESTIC 
DEVELOPMENTS SUCH AS NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS DRAW OFF 
NEWS MEDIA PLAY, IT IS APPARENT THAT THE GOES IS TRYING TO 

BE RESPONSIBLE AND POSITIVE IN REGARD TO PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 
AND SETTLEMENT. 
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